SmartAssist Early Feedback
Test scenarios for the AD Discovery Portal
Thank you for helping us test SmartAssist, the new search experience on the AD Discovery Portal. Each scenario below is a short checklist: do the step, check what you see, and tick ✓ or ✗. No technical background is needed. Your expertise on whether the results actually make sense is just as valuable as spotting things that break.
Before you start
	Where to go
	AD Discovery Portal catalogue (SmartAssist)

	Browser
	Chrome or Edge works best

	How long
	About 25 minutes for all 8 scenarios. You don’t need to finish in one sitting

	Stuck?
	Skip that scenario and move on

	Sending feedback
	In the portal: use the “How were these results?” thumbs-down button at the top of your search results and add a comment
By email: reply to the email this guide came with — attach this filled-in document, or write your thoughts in the reply


While you test
1. Try each scenario as written first, then try your own searches
1. Note the exact words you typed, and take a screenshot if something looks wrong
1. If anything takes more than a few seconds, note that too
Scenarios at a glance
	#
	Scenario
	What it checks
	Time
	Done

	1
	Why these results?
	A short explanation of why datasets matched your search
	~3 min
	☐

	2
	Rate your results
	Thumbs up / down feedback near the top of the results
	~2 min
	☐

	3
	Abbreviations and shorthand
	Common abbreviations are expanded to the full term
	~2 min
	☐

	4
	Search by tags
	Biomarker, assay and modality tags are searchable
	~4 min
	☐

	5
	Search plus filters
	A search and filters narrow results together
	~4 min
	☐

	6
	Filter panel
	Filter lists stay short and update as you filter
	~2 min
	☐

	7
	No results
	Helpful messages when nothing matches
	~2 min
	☐

	8
	Save and reuse a view
	Saving a set of filters and restoring it later
	~4 min
	☐


Scenario 1: Why these results?
	What you’re testing: When you search, a “Why these results?” explanation appears at the top of the results, above the dataset cards, describing why those datasets matched.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Open the catalogue page (link in “Before you start”) and search Alzheimer’s disease, then press Enter
	“Why these results?” appears at the TOP of the results panel, above the dataset cards
	☐

	2
	Read the explanation
	It is specific to your search (mentions your terms), not a generic message
	☐

	3
	Click Show less
	The explanation collapses and the results stay the same (no new search)
	☐

	4
	Clear the search box and search Dementia
	Results load promptly and a new explanation appears, expanded automatically
	☐



Try also: Parkinson’s disease, Frontotemporal dementia
Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 2: Rate your results
	What you’re testing: A “How were these results?” prompt with thumbs up and thumbs down sits near the top of the results, so you can rate them without scrolling.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Search tau PET imaging
	“How were these results?” with 👍 and 👎 near the top of the results, above the explanation
	☐

	2
	Click 👍 or 👎
	A brief confirmation, such as “Thanks for your feedback.” Clicking 👎 also opens a text box for comments
	☐

	3
	Search Mixed dementia
	The feedback buttons reset and appear again at the top, ready for a new rating
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 3: Abbreviations and shorthand
	What you’re testing: When you type a common medical abbreviation or product alias, SmartAssist recognizes it and searches for the full term. A “From your search” hint shows how it was interpreted.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Search AD
	A “From your search” hint showing Disease: Alzheimer’s disease
	☐

	2
	Look through the results
	Alzheimer’s disease datasets, the same as if you had typed the full term
	☐

	3
	Try an abbreviation you use in your own work
	If it isn’t recognized, the search still runs on the exact text you typed
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 4: Search by tags
	What you’re testing: Some datasets have biomarker, assay or modality tags that don’t appear in their title or description. Typing a tag term should still find them.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Search for a biomarker term, for example NFL
	Relevant datasets, including ones where the term appears only as a tag
	☐

	2
	Clear, then search for an assay term, for example NULISA
	Datasets tagged with that assay
	☐

	3
	Clear, then search for a modality term, for example DTI
	Datasets tagged with that modality
	☐



Try also: Tag terms you know from datasets you’ve worked with
Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 5: Search plus filters
	What you’re testing: When you type a search AND select filters (like a study name or data type), you see only datasets that match both. They work together, not against each other.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Search for Alzheimer’s and note the number of results
	A results count
	☐

	2
	In the filter panel on the left, pick one Study or Data Type
	Fewer results, and every result matches both the search and the filter
	☐

	3
	Add a second filter
	Results narrow further
	☐

	4
	Remove the filters one at a time
	The results count goes back up after each removal
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 6: Filter panel
	What you’re testing: Each filter section (such as Study Types, Data Types, Tissue, Assays and Measured Variables) shows at most 5 values at a time, so the panel stays easy to scan.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	On the catalogue page, look at a filter section with many values, such as Study or Data Types
	No more than 5 values visible at first
	☐

	2
	Check 2–3 other filter sections
	The same 5-value limit in each
	☐

	3
	Select any filter value
	The counts in the other filter sections update to match the narrowed results
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 7: No results
	What you’re testing: When a search returns nothing, SmartAssist should explain why: either the topic is outside the catalogue’s focus, or the search was too narrow or misspelled.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Search Rotavirus, then Lymphoma
	A clear, friendly message that the topic is outside the catalogue’s focus area (never a blank page)
	☐

	2
	Search for a misspelled term, such as Alzheimerz
	A suggested correction or broader search, or results for the corrected term
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Scenario 8: Save and reuse a view
	What you’re testing: You can save your current combination of filters as a saved view and return to it later. This saves filter settings (for example, Disease = Alzheimer’s disease, Data Type = Genomics), not a specific dataset.



	Step
	Do this
	You should see
	✓/✗

	1
	Select a few filters, for example a Disease, a Study and a Data Type
	Filtered results
	☐

	2
	Click Save current
	The button is easy to find near the filter area, and the view is saved
	☐

	3
	Clear all filters
	The full, unfiltered catalogue
	☐

	4
	Open Saved views and click the view you just saved
	The same filters re-applied, and the same results as before
	☐

	5
	Save a second view with different filters
	Both views listed, and you can switch between them
	☐


Notes: ________________________________________________________________
Your overall impressions
These matter as much as bugs. A sentence or two for each is plenty.
	Question
	Your answer

	Were the results relevant to what you were looking for?
	

	Were the “Why these results?” explanations useful? Accurate?
	

	Was there something you expected to find but didn’t?
	

	How does SmartAssist compare with how you search for datasets today?
	

	Anything else you’d like us to know?
	


Reporting a problem
If something doesn’t work as expected, or you’re not sure, you can report it in two ways:
1. In the portal: click the “How were these results?” thumbs-down button at the top of your search results and describe what went wrong in the comment box.
1. By email: reply to this email using the fields below.
	Field
	What to include

	Scenario
	Number and name, for example “Scenario 3: Abbreviations and shorthand”

	What I did
	What you typed or clicked, step by step

	What I expected
	What the “You should see” column says

	What happened
	What you saw instead, and how long it took if it was slow

	Screenshot
	Attach to your email (Snipping Tool on Windows, Command+Shift+4 on Mac)

	Browser
	Chrome, Edge, Firefox (and version, if you know it)

	Severity
	See the scale below

	Severity
	Meaning

	🔴 Blocker
	I can’t continue testing because of this

	🟠 Major
	Something is clearly broken, but I can work around it

	🟡 Minor
	It works, but doesn’t look right or feels off



Thank you for helping us make SmartAssist better!
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