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Securely share sensitive and remote datasets with 
the Federated Data Sharing Appliance (FDSA)

We look forward to helping you unlock the potential of federated data sharing

Get started with FDSA: 

For Data owners: FDSA is easily installed within the data 
owner's infrastructure/server environment, ensuring a 
seamless integration process. Data owners have access 
to a user-friendly UI that empowers them to manage 
secure data uploads, operations, access, and 
maintenance effortlessly.   

The Alzheimer's Disease Data Initiative is a global 
coalition of leading academic, industry, government, and 
nonprofit organizations that have come together to help 
researchers discover and share data, access analytical 
tools, and collaborate on studies. The Initiative removes 
silos by enabling seamless access to interoperable data 
sharing platforms, unlocking important Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias (ADRD) datasets, and 
fostering research collaboration through a community of 
researchers and data scientists who can work with and 
learn from one another.

The AD Data Initiative's flagship product, the
AD Workbench, is a cloud-based data sharing and 
analysis platform. It is interoperable with other data 
platforms, providing data hosting, collaborative 
workspaces, and supporting federated data sharing.  

The Federated Data Sharing Appliance (FDSA) is an 
integral component within the AD Workbench product 
suite. It provides a foundation for secure data sharing 
and collaboration, empowering the research community 
by unlocking access to previously unreachable datasets. 
The Linux based system facilitates interoperability across 
platforms, especially in scenarios where direct data 
sharing is not feasible. Data owners can add their 
dataset metadata to the AD Workbench, allowing 
Workbench users to request access to discover, select, 
and perform remote federated analysis on a wide variety 
of protected datasets.

For Data Users: Within the AD Workbench, researchers 
can explore metadata from private datasets, request 
access to specific datasets of interest, and query 
remote data for analysis within their workspaces 
—maximizing the potential for groundbreaking 
research on data from around the world. Learn more  
at www.alzheimersdata.org/ad-workbench. 

Key Features:

Allows organizations or entities to securely and 
collaboratively share data while retaining 
governance over their own data sources.

Offers granular control over data access with 
enhanced data privacy as a fundamental 
feature. 

Provides a streamlined system for reviewing 
data access requests and query management 
process. 


